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Dear __________________,

Thank you for participating in the “Critics in the Classroom” project. It is my hope that your students will enjoy reading and discussing “The Luck of Lily Adams” and learn some useful analytical skills during the critique process. I’m grateful for the opportunity to share my middle grade novel-in-progress with its intended audience. Most of the characters are junior high students, ages 11-14. 

I’ve attached documents for your use in this project:

	“The Luck of Lily Adams” manuscript
	Student reading questionnaire (can be completed at any time)
	Information on critiquing a manuscript (basis for the Critique questionnaire worksheet, below)
	Critique questionnaire worksheet (for students to document their critiques)
Information about 1971 (the year the story takes place)

You will, I’m certain, want to read the manuscript before sharing it with your students. If the manuscript raises questions or concerns, please let me know and we’ll work toward a solution.

When you set a timeframe for this project please let me know. I’m assuming you’ll share completed questionnaires and critiques with me when they are available. 

I’m a published author of novels and short stories. “The Luck of Lily Adams” is my first novel-length project for young readers. You can learn more about me at http://susandmatley.com . If you need additional information, just ask!

Sincerely,


Susan D. Matley










Student Reading Questionnaire: Critics in the Classroom


Age:

Gender:

Grade:

Do you like to read?

If “Yes”:

Do you prefer serious stories or funny stories?

Do you prefer fiction or nonfiction?

Do you read magazines and/or newspapers?

Do you like stories with magic?

Do you prefer stories about someone your age? Someone older? Someone younger?

Do you prefer stories set in your own time or a different historical period?

What historical period, if any, interests you the most?

If you don’t like to read, what kind of a book would tempt you?



Do you read mostly print books or mostly e-books? 

Do you discuss the books you read with friends?

Do you discuss the books you read with your parents or other family members?

What is the title of the book you read most recently?

Have you ever purchased a book for yourself?

Do you, yourself, write stories and/or books?

Do you visit the public library?

	If yes, what kinds of things do you do there?

Critics in the Classroom
Information for critiquing a manuscript


Thank you for being part of the “Critics in the Classroom” project. I am grateful that you are taking the time to read and comment on my manuscript, “The Luck of Lily Adams.”

What’s the difference between a manuscript and a book? A manuscript isn’t published yet.[footnoteRef:1] I’ve been working on “The Luck of Lily Adams” since August 2017. I’m now ready to share my manuscript with you. [1:  A manuscript can also mean a book, document or piece of music written by hand rather than typed or printed.] 


That’s where the “critic” part comes in. You will be asked to read my manuscript and tell me what you think of it. Did you like it a lot, a little or not at all? Was it easy to set the story aside and do other things or did you keep reading to find out what happened next? Did you care about what happened to the characters in the story? Did you notice any typos or other mistakes? 

Please keep your criticism constructive: if you don’t like something about “The Luck of Lily Adams” let me know how you think I can make it better. The list of words and concepts, below, will help you describe the things about the manuscript you like and don’t like.

After I get your feedback, what happens next? I’ll carefully review your suggestions and decide which ones will make the story better. Then I’ll pull up the manuscript on my computer and start making those changes. When I believe I’ve made the story as good as it can be, I’ll send “The Luck of Lily Adams” out to publishers to see if anyone likes it well enough to make it into a book.
 

Words and Concepts for “Critics in the Classroom”

	Plot
		Plot is what happens in the story 
Is the plot believable?
Is something missing?
Does something in the plot not belong there?
Does something happen before or after it should?
		
	Characters
		Characters are the people in the story
			Can you relate to the characters?
			Do characters’ thoughts, words and actions seem real? 
			Can you picture how the characters look, sound and move?
		
	Pace
		Pace is the speed at which the story moves
Do places in the book drag?
. . . or go too fast?
Are there places that need more details to understand what’s going on?
Did some sections have so many details you got bored?
Dialogue and Narrative
		Dialogue is what the characters say
Narrative is the physical details of what’s going on (descriptions of settings, people, etc.) 
Are there places where more dialogue is needed?
Are there places where there’s too much dialogue?
Are some descriptions so long they get boring?
Are some settings or people hard to picture?

	Point of View (POV) 
Point of view is who is telling the story
		“The Luck of Lily Adams” of told in First Person POV (the “I” point of view)
	Is the right person telling the story?
	Are the POV person’s words and actions consistent with her personality?
	Does the POV person seem like a real and unique person?
				
	Theme
Theme is the meaning or “big picture” revealed by the story
Does the story reveal a kind of truth about how human beings act, think or feel? In this story, what do you think the author is trying to say? 
		

	


Critics in the Classroom
Critique questionnaire worksheet
“The Luck of Lily Adams”
 

Did you like this book?					Yes____	No___


Your comments:




Plot
		
Is the plot believable? 					Yes____	No___
Is something missing from the plot?			Yes____	No___
Does something in the plot not belong there?		Yes____	No___
Does something happen before or after it should?	Yes____	No___
		

Your comments on Plot:






Characters

Can you relate to the characters?			Yes____	No___
Do characters’ thoughts, words and actions seem real? 	Yes____	No___
Can you see how the characters look, sound and move?	Yes____	No___


Your comments on Characters:





		
Pace
		
Do places in the book drag?				Yes____	No___
. . . or go too fast?					Yes____	No___
Are there places that need more details to understand what’s going on?
							Yes____	No___
Did some sections have so many details you got bored?	Yes____	No___


Your comments on Pace:





Dialogue and Narrative
 
Are there places where more dialogue is needed?	Yes____	No___
Are there places where there’s too much dialogue?	Yes____	No___
Are some descriptions so long they get boring?		Yes____	No___
Are some settings or people hard to picture?		Yes____	No___


Your comments on Dialogue and Narrative:





Point of View (POV) 

Is the right person telling the story?			Yes____	No___
Are the POV person’s words and actions consistent with her personality?
							Yes____	No___
Does the POV person seem like a real and unique person?
							Yes____	No___

Your comments on Point of View:




				
Theme

In this story, what do you think the author is trying to say? 


Your comments on Theme:
		
Critics in the Classroom
Information about 1971
“The Luck of Lily Adams”

“The Luck of Lily Adams” takes place in 1971, September through December, in a small town in the Pacific Northwest. 

Some facts about 1971:

	Richard Nixon was President of the United States of America (Vice President Spiro Agnew)

	America was involved in the Vietnam War from 1962 to 1973. A drawdown of American troops was in progress in 1971. At the end of the year there were 196,000 American soldiers in Vietnam, down from a peak of 549,000 in 1969. Hundreds of thousands of people in the United States participated in anti-war protests; others spoke out against the protests. Footage from the war was shown on television during the evening news.

	The 26th Amendment to the United States Constitution was formally certified by the President, lowering the voting age from 21 to 18. This Amendment was, in part, driven by student activism protesting the Vietnam War. Since 18-year-olds were subject to the military draft there was strong feeling that those “old enough to die” were also “old enough to vote.”

	The “Uniform Monday Holiday Act” took effect, changing some traditional holiday dates to Monday in order to create three-day holiday weekends.

	Cigarette ads were banned from radio and TV

	Walt Disney World opened in Orlando, Florida

	Mariner 9 was the first spacecraft to orbit Mars successfully. This was part of the “Space Race” between the United States and the (then) Soviet Union. 

	During a thunderstorm over Washington State, a man calling himself D. B. Cooper parachuted from the Northwest Orient Airlines plane he hijacked, with $200,000 in ransom money. He was never seen again.


You might recognize some of the people born in 1971:

Sofia Coppola-screenwriter, director, producer and actress
Marco Rubio-US Senator, Florida
Lance Armstrong-cyclist
Winona Rider-actress	


People watched a lot of TV in 1971. Some of the popular programs were:

“All in the Family”, “Gunsmoke”, “Here’s Lucy”, “Adam-12”, “The Flip Wilson Show” and “The Mary Tyler Moore Show”


Popular songs were “counted down” on radio program “American Top 40.” Casey Kasem hosted this show from 1970 to 1988. A #1 song in the US was “Joy to the World” by Three Dog Night. Some other top songs were:

“Imagine” (John Lennon), “Rose Garden” (Lynn Anderson), “American Pie” (Don McLean), “Colour My World” (Chicago) and “Mr. Bojangles” (Nitty Gritty Dirt Band)


Everyday things we didn’t have in 1971:

Cell phones/Smart phones

Personal computers, I-Pads, etc.-Mostly, computers were huge machines called mainframes that had to be kept in specially constructed temperature controlled rooms. Data was input with punch cards as well as keyed in. Also, no e-mail or social media. 

The Internet

Microwave ovens were available but not very common. The countertop kind that people use today was first introduced in 1967.

Not everyone had a color TV. In fact, before 1965, most prime-time television programs were filmed in black and white.

[bookmark: _GoBack]CDs, DVDs, VCRs-If you wanted to see a TV program, you had to sit in front of the television and watch it when it aired. If you wanted to see a movie, you had to go to the movie theatre. If you wanted to listen to music, you played vinyl records on a turntable or listened to cassette or 8-track tapes, played in a tape deck. 

Digital watches were rare and expensive.
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